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COMPLETED PROJECTS: Pictured above is the utility hall Gelbuild constructed for Rondebosch Boys’ Preparatory and on the right is the new rugby stand at Rondebosch Boys’ Senior.

A journey continues...
Nurahn Ryklief
Commercial Features writer

business for almost three years. From there, Gelbuild purchased new
premises in Plumstead, then moved to its current home in Ottery in
April 2005.

THIS year marks the 30th anniversary of an organisation started by
David Gelb and his team. Looking back, the Gelbuild team is aware
that what started out with just an idea has evolved, after much hard
work and perserverance, into a successful company that has
completed projects ranging from luxury residential homes and commercial office refurbishments to new industrial factory buildings,
rugby stands and fitness centres.

SUCCESS: Luxury house in Llundadno recently completed.

NEW HOME: Offices and
warehousing in
Montague Gardens.

An idea
Having a extensive background in the industry and having gained
knowledge after working for two master-builder contracting companies in management capacities, David
decided to launch Gelbuild in 1980.
The company’s humble beginnings saw it
making its home in a rented two-bedroomed
flat but, as it grew, it needed to move to a property in Observatory, where it conducted

Smooth operations
In 1984, Neil Beck joined the company as an equity partner.
David and Neil both play key roles in the company, and the duo’s
business relationship has been described as a model others can learn
from.
In maintaining the company’s smooth operations, David takes
care of tenders, costing and administration work, and Neil handles
the project management aspect of the business.
With its dedicated team, the company has grown from a small
company to one known for its fairness, honesty and always striving
for project excellence.
The partners pride themselves on attention to detail and handson management of all facets of the business. A number of staff
members have been with the organisation since the early 1980s.
“Gelbuild has always aimed to give fair treatment to all clients.
We do this by charging reasonable costs, providing workmanship of
the highest possible standard and ensuring that all dealings are open, honest and fair. In doing so, we also ensure
our reward is reasonable.”
The company is a long-standing member of the Master Builders Association Western Cape – MBA (WC ). It was
invited to join in 1987, with David serving on the executive committee since 2004, as well as currently serving on
two of the sub-committees.
The company endorses the primary objective of the
MBA (WC) of promoting a “high reputation of the building industry” and ensuring that it and its suppliers ”work
to the highest possible standards aesthetically, technically
and ethically – in short, they conduct their business in a
thoroughly professional manner at all times”.

Precision building
It is well known that Cape Town has some of the most
magnificent houses and buildings in South Africa. Gelbuild
has been privileged to contribute to the construction of
luxury homes and industrial buildings in a variety of areas,
including Llandudno, Constantia and Rondebosh, as well
as Montague Gardens, Sea Point, Plattekloof and
Welgedacht.
The company has been fortunate to have many clients
and consultants repeatedly pass referrals its way – for
instance, some years ago, it successfully completed a utility hall for Rondebosch Boys’ Preparatory and last year it
was contracted to build a new rugby stand and fitness centre at Rondebosch Boys’ Senior.
Due to the range of buildings it constructs, Gelbuild has
encountered a few challenges along the way. Some include
terrain difficulties, such as a site on Kloof Road, Clifton,
where work had to be completed on a very steep hill, and
access from the road was limited. It is moments like those
and similar ones when the company’s true professionalism
and workmanship can be seen.
“Even though there are times when the terrain might
be challenging – or there are other issues – we remain positive. When working in Cape Town, one must expect to
work in sometimes extraordinary situations.”
Generally the organisation undertakes work in the
greater Cape Peninsula but it is not limited to that,
having successfully completed projects in Paarl and
Stellenbosch.
Currently, the company is building a new 700m2
luxury house on a wine estate in Hermanus for a Johannesburg-based client.
Hard work, dedication and perserverance, as well as an
uncompromising commitment to quality of product and
the highest possible moral and ethical standards are the
watchwords of Gelbuild Contractors CC.

Appreciation and thanks
In this, its fourth decade in business, the company’s
equity members express their appreciation for the loyalty
and support of its staff (and their family members), suppliers and sub-contractors.
“A vote of thanks, too, to the clients, architects, engineers and other consultants who have supported us,” they
say. “A huge thank you also goes to the members’ wives
and families for their support down the years.”
The journey continues...
For more information, visit www.gelbuild.co.za

STUNNING: Another luxury house Llandudno.

PRECISE WORK: Boundary walling, entrance and
siteworks in Constantia.

